COOP AND LENT CIRCUS ON LOT 1918. 


Big top in background. sideshows on left, cookhouse on right. Note steam calliope trailer and old 


Campbell Bros. bandwagon mounted on truck in background. Sleepers in foreground. 
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1959 CONVENTION 
IN BARABOO 


As most of you know, the 1959 Con 
vention of the Circus Historical Society 
will be held in Barabo Wisconsin 
August 7, 8, and 9. Convention 


head 


quarters will be the Warren Hotel 


We are making every attempt to have 
a circus Barabo or 
enough that we may attend it in a body 
have been contacted, and 


that 


either in near 


Several shows 


while some have told us definitely 

they can not be around 

to be heard from. This with 
4 


and you may be assured 


others are yet 
leaves u: 
lot of hope 
we will let you know just a 
something definite is set 

We wish 
make 
and that you 

Rooms will be as follows fr 

$4.00 double with out bath, t $6.50 
with connecting bath, to $8.00 
bath. Single rooms 


$3.00. $4.00 


again t that you 
reservation at the Warren 


deposit < your 


sugaest 
your 
send a 


room 


double 
double with private 
follow the same 
and $6.00 respectively 

You all that the Circus World 
Museum will be open in Baraboo at that 
time. and there are many sites of circu 
seen and visited. The 


plan, at 


KNOW 


historic value to be 
Wisconsin Dell 
of a visit 


are not too far awa 
and worthy 

We wish to have the attend 
once ever at this convention. You have 
what the date: 


large: t 


known for quite awhile 
are. We then look forward t 


all of you at this convention 


seeing you 


DON’T FORGET THE DATES 
AUGUST 7, 8, 9 
WARREN HOTEL 
BARABOO, WISCONSIN 


WEDDING BELLS 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Lawton Cleary 


have the honour of announcing the mar 
riage of their daughter Janet Elaine t 
Mr. John Ear! Zweifel, on Saturday the 
twenty-third of May. Union Church of 
Hinsdale, Hinsdale IIlinoi: 

Johnnie is a member of CHS 
all extend our congratulation 
happy couple 
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PERU REALLY “CIRCUS CITY” 


The new circus movie. ‘“THE BIG 
CIRCUS.” starring Kathy Grant, Victor 
Mature, Red Buttons, Vincent Price, and 

host of others, will be premiered in 
either July 2 or July 3. Peru 
promised the full Hollywood 
treatment, with stars of the picture in 
attendance, and all the other’ things 
that one may expect at a Hollywood 
Premier 

Also the Second Circus City Festival 
will be held in Peru, September 18 and 
19. Several CHS members attended last 
year, and member Chalmer Condon re 
ceived the award for the best decorated 
window Five CHS members were the 
judges of the exhibits and the 
parade 


Peru on 
has been 


window 


BOB TABER SAYS 


In January 1934. 
made of a financial 
Mix and Sam Dill. Mr. Dill had operated 
a truck show for several The 
new title would be Sam Dill’s Circus and 
Tom Mix Roundup. It was to comprise 
90 trucks. The show closed at Riverside, 
California on Thanksgiving Day, Nov 
29. It was enroute 33 weeks, exhibiting 
in 14 states. A few weeks that 
Mr. Dill had sold his interests to Tom 
Mix 


When the Barnes show opened in San 
Diego, March 3st, Captain Curtis had 
the big top; Fiesta of the Rio Grande was 
the opening number lt was a_ strong 
program with such acts as Mabel Stark, 
Terrell Jacobs. Poodles Hanneford, Fly 
ing Clarkonians, Phil Escalante and 
Southern California newspapers 
offered a free ticket to any child bring 
ing in a new subscriber. 


announcement wa 
deal Tom 


between 


seasons 


before 


others 


Ringling interests had tossed around 
the idea of playing indoors before John 
Ringling North made his historical state- 
ment after closing the show two years 
ago. In the summer of 1935 the Bill 
board carried a story to the effect that 
the Ringling owners and operators for 
the first time in history would try an 
ambitious scale in the operation of winter 
shows indoors 


Charles Sparks announced in the winter 
of 1934 that he had bought from Carlos 
Correon the trained horses that had been 
on the Ringling show. Mr. Correon would 


work these on Downie Bros 


The BANDWAGON 


























% 


iw 





LULSTARK 


_ PRESIDENT SECRETARY 


LETTERHEAD USED BY COOP & LENT CIRCUS, 1917 


This letterhead was sent on March 24, 1917, and is from the collection ,- 
of Harry Parkhurst, Jr. The elaborately colored cut is one of the most 
attractive ever used by any circus. Color scheme is as follows: The large j 
letters are yellow with orange outline. The words, Enormous,” ‘‘Circus,” “Museum,” and “Menag- 
erie’ are in dark pink. The entire background is a light lavender, with folds of medium blue. The 
initials in lower left are “C’’ in greenish yellow, and “L” in light blue. The equestrienne’s dress is 
pinkish. The breastpiece on the horse and the rope or chain on the sides are orange. 


‘DWARD C.FULLER : 4. H.ADKINS © 


GENERAL MANAGER 






‘THE COOP & LENT CIRCUS 





The Coop and Lent Circus was on the 
road as a 20 car railroad show for the 
1916 and 1917 seasons, and in 1918 
was converted to a fully motorized outfit 
in the first large scale attempt to trans- 
port a circus entirely by trucks. During 
the three years it was on the road the 
show suffered a variety of misfortunes, 
and had a series of management and 
reorganizations. 


To get the full story of how the show 
same into being we must go back a year 
to the winter of 1914-15 when Charles 
and Vie Hugo organiged a ten car show 
at Cedar Rapids, lowa. The new circus 
went out for the 1915 season on 1 ad- 
vance, 3 stocks, 4 flats, and 2 coaches 
under the title of Hugo Bros. Modern 
United Shows. It leased the railroad cars 
from the Arms Palace Car Co. The show 
presented a performance on the dog, 
pony, and monkey show format that had 
proved successful for the Gentry Brothers 
and other shows, although observers say 
that the quality of the Hugo acts was 
not up to the par excellence of the 
Gentry performance. Rhoda Royal had 
two elephants, Victor and Helen, on the 
show. Hugo Bros. was commonly referred 
to in the trade publications as a dog 
and pony show, and although no photos 


May-June, 1959— 


By Joseph T. Bradbury 


of the physical equipment of the outfit 
exist among the better known collectors, 
it can be assumed that the show was 
equipped with the typical small cross 
cages, tableaux, etc. common to similiar 
shows. This assumption can be further 
realized by an advertisement appearing 
in the April 8, 1916 Billboard to the 
effect that Coop & Lent had for sale 
miniature fire wagons and cages, which 
of course would have been Hugo Bros. 
property as we shall see. In this connec- 
tion it might be pointed out that it has 
been said that some of the small cages 
and wagons that were used in the 1935 
Bailey Bros. Circus parade and which 
later became the property of the late 
Frank J. Walter were said to have once 
been on Hugo Bros. The title of Hugo 
Bros. was said to have shown through 
the paint on a small ticket wagon in the 
group, but the ‘‘how’’ and the ‘‘why’’ 
and details of this story are unknown to 
me 


The May 22, 1915 Billboard said that 
the Hugo Bros. parade had two bands, 
a clown band, and a calliope. Although 
not positive it is believed this was an 
air calliope rather than a steamer. We 
know that Hugo Bros. must have had 
bandwagons and tableaux but what they 


were we don’t know since no photos seem 
to be available, nor eyewitness reports 
to rely on. 


Hugo Bros. opened May 10, 1915 at 


Cedar Rapids, lowa and then played 
stands during the season in lowa, Ne- 
braska, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, 


and Missouri. On August 22 the show 
began a 41 day stand playing Chicago 
city and suburban lots, finally closing 
on October 4 and returning to quarters 
in Cedar Rapids. The show failed to 
click and had a streak of bad luck in- 
cluding a bout with hoof and mouth 
disease among the stock, and a damag- 
ing ‘“‘Hey Rube’’ in Chicago. Some re- 
Organization may have been underway 
late in the season as the Billboard stated 
that William P. Hall had sent a carload 
of horses, elephants, and the private rail 
car that had been used by John A. 
Barton on the short lived Barton & 
Bailey's World's Celebrated Shows which 
had been put out in 1915 by Thomas 
Wiedeman and John A. Barton with 
equipment leased from Hall, to Chicago 
to enlarge the Hugo show. It is known 
that Vic Hugo was attempting to inter- 
est other backers in Cedar Rapids to 
help refinance the show which had lost 
heavily during the season. 
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rganization f the show et 
in as soon as it was back in Cedar 
Rapids. L. J Stark one of the how 
backers, became president of 
company of himself, W I 
Hanright, and Kanak The tw 
Hugo brother completely out 
of the picture and Vic Hugo is reported 
vanished from the under 
circumstances leaving the 


Full ree 


composed 
Frank 
were now 
to have cent 
rather 
show in a sad state t attarr 

Elmer Jones » had operated sma 
two car circus: a number of year 
bought the large 
Bros 
show using 
cost of the 
paper put up by 
of expense and 
those operated by Jone 
up a good supply of paper at 
and would change their title to 
on the paper 

The new company of Sta 
ed to enlarge the Hugo show to 
and organize a show to present standard 
circus acts to tour the 1916 season. New 
title selected for the show wa COOP 
AND LENT’S NEW UNITED MONSTER 
SHOWS. It was named for tw ld time 
showmen, William C. Coup and Lewis B 
Lent. An error made by the printer pre 
paring the lithograph paper had the first 
name in the title spelled Coop. The 1916 
staff included L. J. Stark, president and 
business manager; W. T. Hanright 
ager; Frank Kanak, secretary-treasurer 
f C. Cooper general W C 
Cox, adjuster; and Jack equs 
trian director 

F. C. Cooper and Art Eldridge had 
job of framing the show. When it 
ready to roll the train consisted 
advance, 4. stocks. 10 flats and 5 
coaches The 1915 Hugo 


strange 


upply of unused Hug 


paper and later put out two car 
that title. In those da 
large amount of lithog 
hows wa ajor item 
mall sh uct } 


tten would 


proceed 
20 car 


man 


gent 


g usin 


equipment 


with 


from Wil- 


nucelu f the show 
equipment coming 
Lancaster, Mo. Where 
come from 
several 
; are believed to have been leased, no 
Arms Palace Car Co. as 
Hugo car Note the 
inventory of the show when it was 
t nly 8 cars in the property 
that the additional 


formed the 
idditional 
Hall f 

equipment 


may have 


t definitely known. nowever 
from the 


wned the 


be assumed 
re leased 

In addition to wagon the show alsc 
ecured from Hall, horses, ponies, and 
elephant Bill Woodcock says that in 
1917 Coop & Lent had four elephants 
n lease from Hall. They Mary, 
Albert Jun and Barnum Show Ruth 

Odcock ay he has seen a photo 
the bull herd in 1916 and four 
remarks 
four 
observer 
1916, but 


opening re- 


were 


i wind 
elephants are pictured and he 
ire probably the same 
ow had in 1917. One 
nly three elephants for 
the Billboard in the 
view lists four 


A Ww ¢ gre 


shows 


accuracy in 
this article and not attempting just to 
make up a good story, it must be pointed 
ut that there is great difficulty in try 
: ) clear cut picture of just what 
bandwaaqon tableaux and calliopes 
were on the show during the three years 
1916, 1917 and 1918. There is a dearth 
f photos of the 1916-17 rail show, a 
total of six turning up to be exact and 
with very few wagons appearing in them 
We have good coverage f the 1918 
sitive if all 


striving for 


ina t oet 


Truck how but we are not pi 
1918 bandwaag s and 


believe in 


tableaux 
nm the rail show but 
case the \ 


f them were 


were, however, not all 


Likewise. we have evi 


dence from evewitnesses of some rail 


ow equipment not appearing on the 


SMALL MIRROR TABLEAU WAGON, COOP AND LENT CIRCUS 1916 
William Woodcock Collection 
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truck show. We just don’t have a clear 
year by year absolutely infallible list of 
equipment, so by necessity we must make 
some assumptions, but will try to keep 
them all logical, and will refrain from 
making wild guesses. We are most in- 
debted to Lee Melvin, long time collector 
of circus photos, who caught the Coop & 
Lent Circus at St. Thomas, Ontario, in 
1916 and gave us his eyewitness account 
f the show that day 

Melvin describes the show as follows 
“Three stock cars were painted orange, 
and the bull car was red. The ten flats 
were painted orange, but the show's 
title did not appear on any of the stocks 
or flats. Flats were loaded very light and 
probably all wagons could have been 
crowded on seven cars. The five coaches 
workingmen’s sleeper, privi- 
private car, and two other 
All coaches were nicely painted 
and lettered with the title in 
Interiors of the coaches were done 
in white. The workingmen’s sleeper had 
platform ends, the rest had vestibule 
ends. The show carried 50 odd head of 
baggage stock, all good looking horses 
and the show also had a good many 
ring stock and ponies. In mid season the 
canvas looked good, some almost new 
Seven cages were carried. Six were the 
cross cage variety, and one was a larger 
den that carried a sacred cow. All cages 
were without carvings and were painted 
rather dull colors, but all were 
equipped with sunburst wheels. The bag- 
gage wagons were painted red or blue 
and the pole wagon painted white 
Scarcely any of them had the title 
painted on them. The ticket wagon was 
a big office wagon that didn’t make 
porade. It had no carvings but did have 
sunburst wheels. Show had three ele 
phants and two camels.” 

Melvin further described the parade 
‘The chariot bandwagon, paint 
ed red with gold carvings, carried the 
big show band and was pulled by eight 
horses. The sideshow band rode the old 
Campbell Bros. No. 1 bandwagon, whic’ 
was painted blue and gold and pulled 
by 8 horses One big carved tableau was 
painted red and had a golden hippo 
carving on the side, and was pulled by 
a 8-horse hitch, with an oriental band 
riding the wagon. | have never seen the 
wagon before nor since, nor have | seen 
a photo of it. The show also had three 
box type tableau wagons, each with full 
The clown band 
wagons, and per- 
formers in costume the others. A _ ten 
pony hitch pulled a small tableau that 
had full carved sides with small mirrors 
(see cover pnoto). Another small tableau 
ticket wagon with one square and one 
round mirror to a side was pulled by a 
8-pony hitch. This painted 
Orange and gold, and a costumed lady 
rode the top. This little tab came from 
the Sig Sautelle show and | have a photo 
of it on that show. The air calliope was 
pulled by a |0-pony hitch. It was painted 
green and had gold leaf carvings of 
some kind of harp or lyre. | have no 
photo of this nor have |! seen it since.”’ 

Melvin's comments give a pretty good 
picture of the parade for 1916. We have 
some further notes on the parade ve- 


included Q 
lege car 
sleepers 
orange 
silver 


solid 


wagons 


scenes 
these 


side painted 
rode one of 


wagon was 
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CAMPBELL BROS. CIRCUS LEAD BANDWAGON IN PARADE, HORTON, KANSAS, 


AUGUST 20, 1908. 


Jules A. Bourquin Photo 


This photo taken by Jules A. Bourquin, and entered by Orin C. King, won first prize 


for Old and Historical 


Photographs, Photographic Contest, CFA Convention 


1958. This 


bandwagon was later on Coop & Lent Circus in 1916, 1917 and 1918. 


hicles he described. The chariot band- 
wagon was on the show all three years, 
carrying the No. 1 band in parade. It 
featured a carved rearing horse in front 
and carved lion or similar creature in 
the rear. This wagon originated on the 
Great Wallace Shows and was used by 
them in the 90’s. Some confusion exists 
as to what route the wagon came to Coop 
& Lent. Many say this wagon was on 
Welsh Bros. in period 1905-1915, and 
some say it was definitely on Welsh Bros, 
& Lessig in 1915, the final year of op- 
eration for that show. If that be true 
the wagon would have been available for 
Coop & Lent in 1916. Now, | have a 
photo showing this wagon dated 1913 
on the Sig Sautelle 9 Big Railroad Shows. 
It came from an old bandsman who says 
it positively is Sautelle, although there 
is nothing in the photo itself to prove 
it. Now if this statement is true, then 
evidently the wagon came to Coop & 
Lent from the Hall equipment purchased. 
William P. Hall did purchase the Sig 
Sautelle railroad show property when it 
was sold in fall of 1914, and we know 
another Sautelle wagon was definitely 
on Coop & Lent in 1916 so there is 
some merit to this theory. Still unsolved 
though is this business of the wagon 
being on Welsh Bros. Many of us have 
photos showing it there. | have three, 
although there is nothing in any of the 
photos proving positively it is actually 
Welsh Bros. One guess (and | promised 
no guesses) is that the photos may have 


1959 


May-June, 


been taken on the Welsh Bros. - Sig 
Sautelle Circus of 1905-06 and somehow 
Sautelle retained possession of the wagon 
later putting it on his rail show of 1913- 
14. It seems too heavy to have been on 
Sautelle’s mud show of 1911-12. Any- 
way, this is just an example of what you 
get into when you dig into circus wagon 
history, and although at present this 
confusion exists concerning this wagon, 
one of these days it will all be cleared up, 
as have so many similiar cases in the 
past. 

The sideshow bandwagon was on the 
show all three years and featured full 
side carvings with two panels of carved 
swans. This wagon led the Campbell 
Bros. Great Consolidated Shows parade 
for many years and appears as the lead 
bandwagon in the famous 1908 Camp- 
bell parade panorama. The wagon came 
to Coop & Lent by way of the Hall Farm. 
Hall purchased the Campbell equipment 
in the fall of 1912. In 1913 no doubt 
this wagon went out on the Cole Bros. 
Circus put out from Hall Farm with ex 
Campbell Bros. equipment. 

The clown bandwagon, along with two 
other wagons, had painted scenes on the 
sides, and were merely baggage wagons 
decorated for parade purposes. Note in 
one of the truck show photographs a 
wagon mounted on truck chassis featur- 
ing a full side painting of a variety of 
comic looking characters. This probably 
was the clown bandwagon that Melvin 
described. 


The origin of the small carved mirror. 
tableau is obscure but it might be of 
Campbell Bros. origin. 

Melvin has always insisted on the big 
red wagon with the oriental band as 
having a carved hippo. He may be abso- 
lutely correct, and | would not argue the 
point, but | must point out there is 
pretty good evidence that the carving 
he described might have been a rhino 
instead of a hippo. This wagon could 
very well have been the old Great Wal- 
lace tableau that featured a carved 
rhino as the central figure. This wagon 
later was on Sells-Floto, and in 1920 
Al G. Barnes purchased it from |. S. 
Horne when the show was playing Kan- 
sas City. I. S. Horne is the same gentle- 
man we shall find out later who pur- 
chased the Coop & Lent railroad show 
in 1917 and moved the property to 
Kansas City. Most of the 1917 property 
Horne got appeared on the 1918 truck 
show, but we have ample photos to prove 
no wagon with a carved hippo or rhino 
was on the show, therefore the wagon 
could have remained in Kansas City and 
been the Rhino wagon that Barnes pur- 
chased. Most fans are familiar with 
this Rhino wagon as it was kept around 
the Los Angeles area until it was de- 
stroyed about 1954. 


Enough photos are floating around to 
prove positively that the little ticket 
tableau wagon Melvin described was 
actually on the Sig Sautelle show, how- 
ever, no photos have turned up of the 
little air calliope he mentioned. 


Now we come to this business of the 
Coop & Lent steam calliope. Melvin has 
always insisted there was no steamer 
in 1916, only an air calliope. | can’t 
question that. Actually we have no proof 
that the steam calliope was ever on the 
rail show in either 1916 or 1917, and 
know only for certain that it was on the 
1918 truck show. However, this calliope 
was at the Hall Farm and it is logical 
that it should have come to Coop & 
Lent with the other Hall property, al- 
though not necessarily at the same time. 
Even if not on the show in 1916 | feel 
certain that it must have been there in 
1917. The sale inventory of the 1917 
show lists both a calliope and a unifon. 
True it doesn’t actually say if the cal- 
liope was steam or air, but logic says 
it probably was steam. I wonder if 
perhaps the wagon housing the 1917 
unifon wasn’t the same one as _ that 
Melvin described in the 1916 parade 
with the air calliope. No evidence of a 
unifon being on the truck show of 1918, 
so we don’t know just what became of 
it. We know the steam calliope on the 
show came from the Hall Farm. Hall 
had two almost identical calliopes, there 
being only a slight difference in the 
carvings. One came by way of the Lemen 
Bros, Circus, the other from the Walter 
L. Main Circus. From close observation 
of the two, it seems like the one Coop & 
Lent got came originally from the Lemen 
show. The Main calliope later went to 
the Campbell-Bailey-Hutchinson Circus 
of 1920-22. The Coop & Lent steamer 
Originated on Lemen Bros. probably in 
the 90’s and used on the show through 
the 1900 season. From 1901-04 the 
show was called the Great Pan American 
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Circu and in 1905 wa 7 lieved that due to the strain 


Lemon Bros. Circus MOLINE, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 sd financial position of the 
difference in spelling) and THREE- I BALL P ARK. 37TH STRE#t1 show, little or no changes 
in 1906 was Lemon Bros. & were made in the physical 
Hales Fire Fighters, in 1907 rn nc wey Ya" ry Seb pm equipment during the winter 
the road, and in | ; ‘ oh eee, Py ee tee f 1916-17. Mart Goodwin 


UU 


not n 
1908-09 was Lemon 65 1 : 2 i ; aS sae Avion painted the show during the 


RON A +: A 
again The calliope with the A. winter and gave it a much 


ins Sone @ SRING.CIRCUS-) US-MUSEUM MEN NSCS pov is, cxpezronce for the 


mic 


eason 1909. In iod | GREATEST EVENT IN ALL TENTED HISTORY 1916. There was consid 
1910-15 the calliope w FINEST ASSEMBLY OF CIRGUS STARS ee mates ghd, for ceittiog’ the 


Sron¢ ) \ 7 { t ) . 
probably sent out o EVER PRESENTED ON ONE PROGRAM poe 
of the Hall equippe: ' 1917, but it went out in 


The 1917 inventory lists § FAMOUS ANIMAL MENAGERIE 8 1917' on the same number 


ne bandwag BEST SPECIMENS KNOWN TO ZOOLOGY 31 ind type of cars as before 


chariot wag A ond oO I 30—~—- FAMOUS CLOWNS ~ 30 as The complete title used in 


1917 as per the show's very 


cg ce 1k ty | EQUESTRIAN MARVELS “Sou sa), LAUT tounvcees) Stent 
Pa Shows 


have covere a ; OF TWO HEMISPHERES ss Lent’ Enormous 
i mitted 


The 19 \é mad } - ; . . U 
ee caanmenen tn Trained Anima!s 7 a eT 


with plenty anvas uf : WILD AMD DOMESTIC OF MARY SPECIES of the staff did take place 


All new canvas was acquired ; een. inane H. Adkins was named 
: ; manager and James Shrop 


for the how Ind alt ry = 
no tent sizes a availabl MILITARY TOURNAMENT neg hire, assistant manager 
believe them ) ve sa a y an r Othe r staff members for 
is those listed in » 1917 Ps 2 sym - : aa OME 1917 included; O. L. Hoff 
ale invent y FURIOUSLY CONTESTED RACES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION man, treasurer: Lon B. Wil 
HUNDREDS OF THE WORLD'S liams, general agent: David 


the DIG Tor 
with three Jorrett contracting agent 


sieees. the menogerié top a Ny | Bert Andrews, advance car 
70 ft. round with two 40 ft " y New Acts ob PERIL. sed FASCINATI ION manager; James J. Brown 
iN AMERICA legal adjuster; Frank T. St 


middie: and the ies me GEORGFOUS STREET PARADE, 10.30 A. M. ae l}ohn, eque strian director 
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were trained elephant acts. Seems strange 
the bulls didn’t perform, but no re- 
views, including that given by the Bill- 
board lists any elephant acts. 

The heavy payments on the leased 
equipment and animals that had drained 
so heavily on the show in 1916 would 
continue to plague it in 1917, and it 
was well known that although the show 
had good appearance, parade, and per- 
formance, it had to draw heavily if it 
was to make a full season. 


The 1917 season opened April 25 at 
Dixon, Illinois for a two day stand in 
the winter quarters town. Opening day 
was cold and wet. A runaway team pull- 
ing a cage injured several spectators 
causing heavy claims against the show. 
The show then moved and played a few 
Chicago suburban towns before going 
into Indiana. On May 2 at Gary, W. H. 
McFarland was attacked and injured by 
the fighting lion used in the sideshow 
act. Two days later at Warsaw, Archie 
Paul of the show fell from his wagon 
and was run over by the wheels and 
killed. 

Bad weather and accidents seemed to 
plague the show from the start. The first 
good stand of the season was at Defi- 
ance, Ohio on May 8. 

On May 12 at Kenton, Ohio another 
misfortune hit the show. A _ gasoline 
lantern, carried by a bull man, exploded 
in the car carrying the show’s four ele- 
phants. The straw in the car ignited and 
in seconds the entire car was aflame. 
Barnum Show Ruth was removed from 
the car, but the other three, Mary, Al- 
bert, and Juno perished. Two circus men 
were overcome by smoke but 
fortunately suffer no permanent 
injuries. The show was forced 
to pay William P. Hall $8,000 
for the three dead elephants, 
which was a serious financial 
blow. 

Two additional elephants, 

Jenny and Nellie Lockhart, 
were leased from Hall to boost 
the bull herd to three. Bill 
Woodcock says that, “it seems 
that Hall had just purchased 
the Lockhart elephants from 
Ringling Brothers and that Al 
Langdon had returned to the 
farm in Lancaster from time 
put in with the J. E. Henry Show 
where he had delivered and re- 
mained for awhile with the big 
male elephant, Toddles. Lang- 
don was then sent with the two 
Lockhart elephants to join the 
Coop & Lent show. After the 
show folded Langdon took the 
three Hall owned elephants to 
the Cook Bros. World’s Greatest 
Shows, a ten car show owned 
by D. C. Cook.” 


Coop & Lent entered Penn- 
sylvania May 21] at New Brigh- 
ton and after 23 stands in the 
state went into New Jersey for 
14 stands before returning to 
Pennsylvania again. Business 
was bad and the additional 
burden of heavy claims and 
payments on the leased animals 
and property caused serious 


99. 


May-June, 


financial difficulties. The show halted at 
Barnesboro, Pa,, July 7, and remained 
there for two days while a reorganization 
was attempted. Melville B. Raymond 
formed a syndicate and took over the 
management. Money was raised to move 
the show to Connellsville, Pa for perform- 
ances On Wednesday, July 1]. The show 
was unable to move from that town and 
was thrown into bankruptcy in the Dis- 
trict Court of the United States for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania. The 
South Side Trust Ca. of Pittsburgh was 
appointed receiver for the bankrupt, 
Dixon Amusement Co. 


On July 23, 1917 the show’s property 
was sold to |. Sherman Horne of Kansas 
City, Mo. A copy of the Bill of Sale, 
Property Inventory, and Court Order, is 
printed as an annex to this article. Since 
so few animals and railway cars on the 
property list are shown it can be assumed 
that the additional animals and cars used 
by the show were leased property and did 
not figure in the sale. 

After the sale the equipment pur- 
chased by Horne was moved to _ Inde- 
pendence, Mo. where E. P. and |. S. 
Horne had operated for some years the 
Horne Zooological Arena Co, They dealt 
in circus equipment and animals for 
circuses, carnivals, and zoos. 

The Coop & Lent show had closed 
owing salaries to the personnel as well 
as other obligations. If and how the 
personnel got paid is not definitely 
known. The Jan 19, 1918 Billboard re- 
ported that Kenneth R. Waite, clown 
on the show, had written from Kansas 
City, that he had gotton 49% of the 


money due him in back salary from the 
show and that all people holding claims 
could get their money by writing for it. 
Just what this all meant is not clear. 
Nothing in the court order indicated that 
I]. S. Horne assumed any obligations of 
the show, but perhaps some provision 
was made by the Receiver to pay off 
the employees and it was coordinated 
through Horne. 


It seems that Horne was undecided 
at first just what he would do with the 
show. In November 1917 the Billboard 
reported that Horne said that due to 
the war and uncertain business condi- 
tions the Coop & Lent show might not go 
out in 1918. 


However, in early 1918, R. M. Harvey, 
President of the Outdoor Showmen’s As- 
sociation, and who had been associated 
with Edward Ballard, owner of the Hag- 
enbeck-Wallace Circus, for some time, 
entered into a business agreement with 
the Hornes to operate the Coop & Lent 
Circus for the coming 1918 season. In 
April the American Circus Corporation 
was Organized with E. P. Horne, presi- 
dent; |. S. Horne, vice president and 
secretary; and R. M. Harvey, treasurer 
and general manager. (Please note that 
this company is not to be confused with 
the corporation of the same name that 
was later organized by Jerry Mugivan, 
Bert Bowers, and Ed Ballard.) The new 
company proceeded immediately to frame 
a circus, completely motorized, that 
would be the equivalent of a 20 car 
railroad show. Although trucks had been 
used for some time by various shows this 
was to be the first large scale attempt 


COOP AND LENT CIRCUS ON LOT 1918. Sideshow in foreground. Marquee and steam calliope on left. 
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Swarthy Sons of the Desert, tumblers; the 
Tum Chin Troupe of Chinese; the Aus- 
tralian Waites; Marguerite and Hanley, 
gymnasts; the Renos, aerial artists; the 
Delrays, jugglers; Botsford and Chap- 
pelle, skatorial artists; Manske, contor- 
tionist; C. Z. Bronson’s Band and the 
Bronsonian Statuary.’ Clown alley in- 
cluded Harry Green, Will Delavaye, Phil 
King, Louis Plamondon, Sam _ Bennett, 
and others. The concert featured Von 
Arx, world toured illusionist. Other re- 
views also state the 1918 performance 
to have been most complete and of fine 
quality. 

Two sideshows were carried, both 
using carnival type push pole tents. A 
fine 20 in 1 sideshow, with a_ long 
colorful bannerline, was operated by 
C. J. Sedlmayr, currently of Royal Ameri- 
can Shows fame, and a snake show was 
managed by Walter Rhodes. 

New canvas throughout was obtained 
from Baker & Lockwood of Kansas City. 
The big top was about a 110 ft. round 
with three 40°s. 

Four small elephants were leased from 
Rhoda Royal and were under the direc- 
tion of ‘‘Elephant’’ Kelly. Three of the 
bulls were Victor, Helen, and Carrie, but 
name of fourth is not known. The show 
also carried about 30 head of ring stock, 
some of which were leased from Royal. 
A menagerie was planned and Bert Chip- 
man states that the show did have one 
at first but soon dropped it. The July 6, 
1918 Billboard remarked that the shows 
excellent performance squared any com- 
plaint that might exist because of the 
lack of a menagerie. 

The show paraded when possible, the 
quality of the parade being on par with 
those of the 1916 and 1917 railroad 
shows. 

By opening day the new show looked 
“like a million.” The new trucks and 
trailers were all equipped with hard 
rubber tires, and were well painted and 
lettered with the show’s title. The ve- 
hicles were also marked with a_ unit 
number and a section number. The new 
four wheel sleeper trailers were spacious 
and complete with windows and doors 
and every comfort. The show also had a 
large four wheel trailer for the elephants 
and others for the horses. A mechanical 
stake driver was carried and the cook- 
house was as modern as any on the road. 
The cookhouse truck was painted with 
the railroad show jargon, ‘Flying Squad- 
ron,’ 

All equipment was moved to Chi- 
cago and the show opened the season, 
May 25, 1918 at 115th Street and Cot- 
tage Grove Avenue in Kensington, Ill, 
to big business and splendid reviews. A 
year of World War | had made the country 
amusement hungry and the show never 
suffered from lack of patronage and had 
not mechanical problems doomed the 
show to an early failure, it should have 
been a tremendous success. 

The first two weeks of the tour found 
the show in Indiana and it moved fairly 
well, but as Bert Chipman points out the 
show’s troubles started almost from the 
beginning. Chipman says that inexperi- 
enced drivers, poor road conditions, and 
overloaded trucks caused the show to 
gradually fall behind its billing and 


lwo? 


May-June, 


“ELEPHANT” KELLY AND THE RHODA ROYAL ELEPHANTS, COOP AND LENT CIRCUS, 
1918. OLD GREAT WALLACE BANDWAGON AND BULL TRAILER IN BACKGROUND. 


Williom Woodcock Collection 


sometimes would pull into a town two 
or three days late. This confusion of 
course made itself felt sharply at the 
ticket wagon. 


In the route printed elsewhere the 
dates from June 9 to June 14 are miss- 
ing. It is not known definitely whether 
or not the show actually halted during 
that period to catch up on the billing, 
rework the trucks, etc. Such might well 
have been the case, as the route was 
furnished by Dick Conover and is orig- 
inally from the John P. Grace Route Col- 
lection which was most complete. 


The show entered Kentucky June 15 
at Shelbyville and found the roads muddy 
and in bad condition. This caused more 
delays. A storm struck the show June 2] 
at Nicholasville causing severe damage 
to the big top. It was necessary to side- 
wall the show for several days while the 
tent was being repaired. 


July 2 found the show in Ohio at 
Norwood and still experiencing difficulty 
in moving. When it reached Zanesville 
on July 26 the Billboard reported that 
the show had given only five perform- 
ances in the past week and only eight 
in the past two weeks. The show finally 
had to halt August 2 at Dover, Ohio. 
The Billboard quoted R. M. Harvey as 
saying the show hoped to iron out its 
transportation difficulties, reorganize, and 
Open later. Harvey, remarking on how 
bad the situation was, stated that on 
August 1 the show was unable to give 
a single performance at New Philadel- 
phia and then in spite of only a four 
mile jump to Dover, was unable to give 
a matinee there. Harvey also said that 
the big mistake had been made when 
the show had been equipped with heavy 
four wheel trailers as the trucks just 
didn’t have the power to pull them. He 


said that the trucks would be returned to 
the Service Motor Co. to be reworked 
and that everything would be redesigned 
to run on its own power. The sleepers 
would be dropped and when the show 
reopened the personnel would be housed 
in hotels and fed in the cookhouse. The 
Billboard further stated that the show 
might be called the Wallace Circus when 
it reopened. It has been said that Bernie 
Wallace purchased part of the equip- 
ment and that may have led to that 
sp2culation. 


The August 24, 1918 Billboard quoted 
R.M. Harvey as stating that the plan to 
reorganize the show had been dropped 
because the financial burden would be 
too great, and that they wanted to 
liquidate so as to pay what salaries and 
obligations they could. The trucks and 
most of the equipment, with exception 
of the canvas, was returned to the Serv- 
ice Motor Co. in Wabash, and the Bill- 
board reported that Harvey had left to 
take out ‘‘Harvey’s Greater Minstrels’’ to 
open about September 18 in Perry, lowa. 


Last year when this article was being 
planned, R. M. Harvey wrote the follow- 
ing to Fred Pfening Jr., which just about 
sums up his part in the motorized show: 
‘‘Mr. Horn, a wild animal dealer of 
Kansas City, and myself were equal own- 
ers of the Coop & Lent Circus. He put 
in some animals, some old circus prop- 
erty, and a sum of money and he was 
to supervise the upkeep of the outfit. | 
put in Twenty Thousand Dollars cash 
and was to organize the show, frame the 
performance and the staff, route it and 
handle publicity. | promoted the Service 
Motor Co. of Wabash, Ind., who agreed 
to provide us with as many and the kind 
of trucks as were required to haul the 
show. It was all carefully weighed and 
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completed the article. | would like to 
personally thank the following for the 
help they rendered, Dick Conover, Bill 
Woodcock, Fred Pfening Jr., Marion 
Organ, Chalmer Condon, Harry Park- 
hurst Jr., Lee Melvin, Trader Horne, R. 
M. Harvey, Bob Parkinson, and Orin 
King. 

We hope this article will set a format 
for future coverage of similiar shows. I[t 
is regrettable that we secured no more 
photos of the railroad show of 1916 and 
1917, but if any readers may have some 
photos in their collection of the rail 
show which they would be willing to loan 
us they will be printed in a later issue 
as a supplement to this article and the 
photos returned to the owner in good 
condition. 


The following is a copy of the bill 
of sale, inventory of property, and court 
order for sale of the Coop & Lent Circus 
to I. S. Horne, July 23, 1917. 


IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
THE UNITED STATES 


For the Western District of Pennsylvania 


In the matter of) 
DIXON AMUSEMENT COMPANY, ) 


a corporation No. 8766 In Bankruptcy 
Bankrupt ) 


BILL OF SALE 


For and in consideration of the sum 
of Ten Thousand ($10,000) dollars to it 
in hand paid by |. Sherman Horne, of 
Kansas City, Missouri, in accordance 
with an order of the United States Dis- 
trict Court, made July 20, 1917, in the 
matter of the Dixon Amusement Com- 
pany, bankrupt, No. 8766 in Bankruptcy, 
a true copy of which said order is hereto 
attached and made part thereof, the 
South Side Trust Company of Pittsburgh, 
Receiver in Bankruptcy of Dixon Amuse- 
ment Company, a Corporation, hereby 
assigns, transfers, sells, and delivers to 
said 1. Sherman Horne, his heirs and 
assigns in strict accordance with said 
order of Court and subject to all the 
terms and conditions hereto, the per- 
sonal property specified in Exhibit ‘A’ 
hereto attached and made a part hereof, 
the title herby conveyed being that as 
set forth in said Order of Court. 

Witness the seal of said Receiver, 
duly attested by its Secretary at Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., this 23rd day of July A.D. 
1917. 


SOUTH SIDE TRUST COMPANY 
OF PITTSBURGH 


Receiver in Bankruptcy of Dixon 
Amusement Company, 
a Corporation. 

By Benjamin Cagle 
President 


EXHIBIT “A” 


List of show property belonging to 
Coop and Lent’s Circus at Connellsville, 
Pennsylvania. 


Four sleeping cars No. 60-61-62-64 
Two sixty foot flat cars No. 5 and 57 
One fifty foot flat car No. 56 


May-June, 1959 


One stake and chain wagon 

One pcle wagon 

One reserve seat wagon 

One blue plank wagon 

One stringer wagon 

One jack wagon 

One property wagon 

Onze cookhouse wagon 

One side show wagon 

One stable wagon 

One tableau wagon - Oo 

One tableau wagon aes be 

One tableau wagon . 99 

One tableau wagon . 62 

One tableau wagon . 42 

One bandwagon 

One tableau wagon containing unifone 

One tank wagon 

One chandelier wagon 

One ticket wagon 

One big den wagon 

Four cross cage wagons 

Four miniature cage wagons 

One calliope wagon 

One stake driver 

One two wheeled cart 

One calliope 

One unifone 

Twenty lengths eight tier 
(reserve) 

Twenty-five ten 
seats) 

One advance bill poster’s car at Cincin- 
nati 

Bedding including mattresses, blankets, 
comforts, pillows, sheets, and pillow 
cases for about two hundred people. 

One 110 foot round top tent with three 
forty foot middle pieces ten foot wall 

One 70 foot round top tent two forty 
foot middle pieces ten foot wall. 

One 60 foot found top two forty foot 
middle pieces ten foot wall 

One 50 foot round top one twenty foot 
middle piece ten foot wall 

One 20x40 foot pitcho tent one forty by 
sixty foot dressing tent 

Two 30x60 horse tents 

One 12x20 candy stand with complete 
equipment for same 

One 20x20 kitchen tent with complete 
equipment including ranges, dishes, 
and all kitchen paraphernalia 

All poles, riggings, ropes, stakes, 
other equipment for erecting tents 

Complete blacksmith outfit, sledges, and 
so forth 

Complete parade wardrobe including 22 
band uniforms, 12 grey uniforms, 8 
ladies costumes, two complete cow- 


high seats, 


tier high seats (blue 


and 


boy outfits, One cowgirl outfit, ten 
property men’s suits, nets for side 
show, ticket boxes, ring curbs, plumes 
for horses in parade and all trappings 
used in performance and parade. 

Forty-five draft horses 

Six saddle horses 

Thirty-one Shetland Ponies including two 
colts 

One pony known as Dandy 

Two mules 

Complete harness for 
horses 

Complete harness for twenty-six ponies 

Six saddles and bridles 

One complete lighting system four big 
top lights, two menagerie lights, two 
side show lights, one marquee light, 
One outside side show light, twelve 
Beacon lights, about 18 torches. 

Banner poles, ropes, stakes, and sledges 
for sideshow, platforms, stage, and 
curtains for intertor sideshow. 

One camel 

One puma 

Two monkeys with baby 

Four cockatoos 

Dining room equipment, 
linen, dishes, etc. 

One set of steel runs 

One set of steel runs 

One set jacks, four runs, all ropes, pul- 
leys, stakes, sledges, grubbing hoes, 
and tools used in operating show. 

One bay mare and colt on hand at Dixon, 
Illinois, and various wheels, and other 
miscellaneous paraphernalia on hand 
at Dixon, Illinois. 


ORDER 


And now, to-wit, July 20, 1917, the 
within petition presented in open Court, 
and upon due consideration hereof and 
upon motion of Charles A. Woods, Esq., 
attorney, it oppearing to the Court that 
owing to the peculiar nature of the prop- 
erty involved and the conditions effect- 
ing the sale of the property now existing 
the Court hereby approves the recom- 
mendation of said Receiver and author- 
izes, empowers and directs it to accept 
said offer of |. Sherman Horne of Ten 
Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars for said 
property, specified in Exhibit ‘‘A‘’’ and 
upon receipt of the balance of said pur- 
chase price the said Receiver is author- 
ized and directed to execute and deliver 
to |. Sherman Horne a Bill of Sale for 
said property, the said Bill of Sale to be 
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financial straights. 
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Wed., July 11 Connellsville, Pa. 
Closed account financial reverses. 
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REPORT ON 1958 CRISTIANI 
ROUTE BOOK 


Inasmuch as many of you asked 
whether the 1958 Cristiani Route Book 
paid for itself, we submit the following 
report: 


Expenses 
Composition 
Printing 
Envelopes 
Billboard ad 
White Tops ad 
Little Circus Wagon ad — 
Circus Review ad 
Postage 


Total $926.54 


Reccipts 
$1080.50 


Profit 153.96 


*This is not a true figure on postage 
because when we got orders for single 
books we used stamps that we had. This 
probably amounted to four to five dollars 
additional.’ 


There were 1027 books printed. 300 
copies were sent to members of CHS 
free of charge, in payment of these 
$300.00 was transferred from the CHS 
treasury to the route book account. We 
still have 78 route books, and I think 
that Fred Pfening still has a few. Fred 
also sent a number of books to Cristiani 
Brothers Circus for which, of course, we 
did not receive payment. 


ROBERT C. KING 


Treasurer 


THE GREATEST SHOW 
ON EARTH 


Australian Style 


Writtcn by Sid Baker, March 13, 1959 
Sydney, Australia 


In a recent issue of Bandwagon was 
an article dealing with the slogan Great- 
est Show on Earth. | enjoyed reading it 
and thank the writer for it, | would how- 
ever, like to say a few words regarding it. 


Some tim2 ago | had an occasion to 
meet a circus proprietor, one Bill Clinton. 
This was a very small family show and 
| would say, without any disrespect an 
inferior one, yet the advertising posters 
were headed ‘’Clinton’s Circus, The 
Greatest Show on Earth.” 


| told Bill that | thought he was being 
rather ambitious using such a_ slogan 
but he said no, it’s the way you interpret 
it. According to his interpretation the 
posters meant that the circus, not his, 
but any circus, was the greatest form of 
entertainment on earth, and so by delet- 
ing a word or so the message conveyed 
‘‘The circus is the greatest show on 
earth. Then by a little further alteration 
it becomes Clinton’s Circus, The Greatest 
Show on Earth. 


Bill says naturally the public does 
not know his interpretation of it but he 
can’t be worried about that—that’s what 
it means and that’s what the posters say. 

| think he’s right, don’t you? 


EDITOR’S NOTE: The article referred 
to in the above story appeared in the 
January-February 1959 Bandwagon. It 
was entitled ‘’Press Agent’s Trade Mark 
Prerogatives’’ by Bob Parkinson. 


AUSTRIAN BOOK AVAILABLE 


CHS members can order from Mr. 
Otto Christl, Stifterstrasse 30, Linz, 
Austria, a book he wrote on ‘Five Dec- 
ades of Circus History in Linz.’’ Price 
$1.20. This book contains a detailed 
description of all circuses, circus spec- 
tacles in Linz since 1905. Also will have 
all statistics and an index of who had 
been there, artistic numbers and artists, 
etc. 

Mr. Christl is the immediate past 
president of Union des Historiens du 
Cirque. CHS Vice President Charles 
Philip Fox, and CHS member Richard 
Conover are U. S. members of this group. 


FRED LEONARD 


Fred Leonard, husband of our Past- 
President, Bette Leonard, died suddenly 
in Wichita, Kansas, on May 2, 1959. 
Fred had been with several circuses, and 
was well known as a horse trainer, and 
had often judged horse shows in Kansas 
and surrounding states. He was 59 years 
of age, and beside Bette is survived by 
a sister, and an aunt. Burial was _ in 
Wichita, on May 5, 1959. 

Fred and Bette were divorced several 
years since. However, they re-married 
on February 25 of this year. 

All members of CHS send their sym- 
pathy to Bette at this time, and assure 
her that we all think of her in her hour 
of darkness. 
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Taunton, Ma Sept ] Linton, Ind 

Plymouth, Ma Sunday 
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The Story Of Black Diamond 


By Homer C. Wolton 


BULLHOOK JACKSON AND BLACK DIAMOND, SHORTLY BEFORE THE 
EXECUTION IN TEXAS, 1929. Photo-—Bill Woodcock 


The elephant Diamond (The name 
“Black’’ was not added to his name until 
years later by Bill Woodcock) started in 
this Country with the Original Gentry 
Shows. It is understood that he was one 
of four punks that the Gentrys bought 
from the Hagenbeck firm in 1900. He 
was broke on the Gentry Show by a 
German trainer who also broke the other 
punks for the Gentrys. He remained with 
the various Gentry Troupes until either 
1913 or 1914, when with a bull named 
Trilby, he was sold to Wm. P. Hall and 
Joe Metcalf once told Bill Woodcock 
that he took these two bulls to Lancaster, 
Mo. and the Hall Quarters. By 1915, 
Diamond was one of a herd of five bulls 
(Alice, Annie, Lizzie, Diamond and Baby 
Boo) that Hall sent with the Barton & 
Bailey Shows. Then in 1916, this herd 
went with Wheeler Bros. Enormous 
Shows. Wheeler sold the five bulls to 
the R. T. Richards Shows. Latter was 
owned by Richard T. Ringling who was 
the son of Alf T. Ringling. This show 
was moved on trucks and wagons and 
the bulls hiked overland. This toured 
during 1917, but played at Luna Park 
on Coney Island during 1918. After that 
season Ringling sold four of the bulls, 
including Diamond, back to Hall. The 
elephant Annie, went to the Madison, 
Wis. Zoo and remained there until her 
death a few years ago. 

Diamond remained on the Hall Farm 
in 1919, but that winter he was sold to 
The Atterbury Wagon Show. Stayed with 
that one until the show was sold to A. 
M. Cauble in August, 1924. Bill Wood- 
cock was working Diamond with Atter- 
bury at that time, he would give a lec- 
ture on the bull before working his act, 
which closed the performance, the Black 
Diamond crept into his speil, and it stuck 


May-June, 1959 


right down to the present time. In 1925 
the title of Atterbury Show was changed 
to Monroe Bros. and Diamond was billed 
as ‘‘Congo’’ and Woodcock handled him 
on this show. By 1927, Black Diamond 
was with a show called Wilson’s Greater 
Shows, operated by Wilson Fulbright, 
a nephew of above mentional Albert 
Monroe Cauble. 

Black Diamond always worked in a 
herd until he went to the Atterbury 
Wagon Show in 1920. Bill Woodcock 
tells me Black Diamond did a pretty fair 
single act, but by the time he was around 
him in 1924, he had lost some of it. He 
wouldn’t lay down on command, hence 
no ground setup; also had blown his 


tub set up. He did three-leg-hop (left 
front leg); shimmy; dance front and back 
feet (used to snap bracelets of sleigh 
bells around ankles for front foot dance 
walkover); rang a cowbell; head mount 
or on his tusks; also a hind-leg stand. 
Then as a finale, Woodcock called for 
volunteers out of the audience to ride 
him. Put about four guys on his back. 
Had collar chain on his neck for front 
guy to told; and made others hold onto 
man in front. Then around the ring 
doing the three leg hop. This shook the 
riders up good and caused much amuse- 
ment and was a good finish for this type 
show. 

After 1927, Black Diamond was 
bought by Al G. Barnes, who was noted 
for having bad male tuskers in his herd. 
Black Diamond replaced Tusko at times 
when Tusko had to be left at quarters, 
because of his behavior. George (Slim) 
Lewis in his book “Elephant Tramp,” 
tells of the time he was working on 
Tusko, syringing the sores caused by 
his chains, Black Diamond turned and 
glared at him with his wicked bulging 
eyes and Tusko turned as far as his 
chains would allow him to, trunk coiled, 
head back and tusks forward. He be- 
lieves if they had not been securely 
chained, there’d have been a bull battle 
that would have been legendary in circus 
history. 


When both Black Diamond and Tusko 


were on the road with the Barnes Show, 


Diamond was called ‘’Tusko’’ and Tusko 
was called ‘‘The Mighty Tusko.’’ That 
was the case when the show arrived in 
Corsicana, Texas on the morning of 
October 12, 1929, when the tragedy 
cecurred that resulted in the execution 
of Black Diamond. Some people still like 
to believe the story that Mrs. Eva Done- 
hoe who was killed that morning had 
married one of Diamond's keepers years 
before and he had left the show and 
Diamond had grieved about his keeper 
and when he saw Mrs. Donehoe, he had 
killed her in a fit of jealous anger. The 
fact that the man who in question had 
been his trainer was Curley Prichett and 


BILL WOODCOCK AND BLACK DIAMOND, ON MONROE BROS. CIRCUS IN 1928S. 
Photo from Otto Schieman, 
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Huge Surplus Stockpile 
of Top-Grade Circusiana 
Selling at the Lowest 
Prices on Record. 


Wide Variety of Items — All in Clean, A-1 Condition. 


Lists Free, on request to past and present patrons. 
Others, 12¢ in stamps. 
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READ THIS !! 


In the last issue of the Bandwagon, 
we printed the proposed Constitution and 
By-Laws for the Circus Historical Society. 
We had a number of letters in comment, 
and feel that we have the Constitution 
and By-Laws in good shape now. We are 
re-running this, with the change _ in 
Article Ill of the By-Laws. 

Enclosed in this issue of the Band- 
wagon, is a ballot for the members, who 
are asked to vote “‘“FOR” or ‘““AGAINST” 
the Constitution and By-Laws as printed 
here. PLEASE mark this card at once, 
and get it into the mail, so that we may 
have all returns in by July 1, 1959. 

You will later receive a copy of the 
Constitution and By-Laws to insert into 
your Roster. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE 
CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Article | 


The name of the Society shall be 
‘Circus Historical Society,’’ and the of- 
ficial publication shall be ““The Band- 
wagon,’ published a minimum of six 
times each year. 


Article Il 


The purpose shall be to form one 
consolidated group of all serious students 
of circus history and/or collectors of 
Circusiana, and material serving to per- 
petuate the memory of the Circus of 
all time. 


To help the Circus of today and to- 
morrow through frequent public showing 
of various collections; through stories of 
our most able writers; and through our 
personal contact among friends, before 
and during each show’s stay in our 
vicinity. 

To pay tribute to the famous shows 
and showmen of the past, through the 
channeling of circus material to perma- 
nent circus displays. This material shall 
be comprised of articles large or small, 
contributed by our members, performers, 
circus Owners and managers, and full 
credit shall be given such contributors 
at all times. 


Article III 


Membership in the Circus Historical 
Society shall be open to all persons of 
good character, who have attained 
eighteen years of age, are sponsored 
by a member, and are known to be in- 
terested in circus lore. (At the discre- 
tion of the officers, the 18 year old age 
limit may be waived.) 


Article IV 


The officers of the Circus Historical 
Society shall consist of a President, Vice 
President, and Secretary-Treasurer. 


The President, Vice President, and 
Secretary-Treasurer shall be elected by 
ballot by the entire membership of the 
Circus Historical Society in accordance 
with the By-Laws. 


A Director for each division will be 
elected by the members of the respective 
divisions. 
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we published a picture of the 


band on the J. E. Henry Show about 1914. Here is a picture of the six 
Piece band on the J. E. Henry Show taken prior to when they had the 
Bandwagon—date of this picture is unknown. The picture was provided 
by L. A. Sadler of Tonawanda, New York. 


Article V 


An annual meeting of all members, 
known as the Annual Convention, shall 
be held each year at a time and place 
selected by the President. 

The fiscal year shall start with the 
first day of May, of any one year, and 
end with the last day of April of the fol- 
lowing year. 


BY-LAWS OF THE 
CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Article 1 


Any person of good character who has 
been admitted to the Circus Historical 
Society shall pay annual dues, payable 
in advance, on or before the first of 
May each year. 

Each member’s dues will include the 
subscription for one year to the Circus 
Historical Society’s magazine, “‘The 
Bandwagon,” or that portion of the 
year’s subscription, dependent on the 
month of membership. 


Article Il 


“The Bandwagon’’ is published bi- 
monthly. The Editor of the Bandwagon 
will be selected by the President and 
the Directors of CHS. 


Article Ill 


No member shall use their member- 
ship card to obtain courtesies, favors 
or commit any act of discredit to the 
Society or themselves on any Circus lot. 


Article IV 


No members shall be guilty of copy- 
ing other members original photographs, 
and, if found guilty of such practice 
shall be expelled from the Society. 


Article VY 


A report of the Treasurer will be 
published in the ‘‘Bandwagon’' once each 
year, 

Article VI 


An election Commissioner will be ap- 
pointed by the President of the Society 
on July Ist of the year preceding the 
election. 


(a) A nomination card will be sent 
out with the July-August issue af 
“The Bandwagon” with space for 
nomination of each officer. The 
two persons with highest nomina- 
tion for each office shall be placed 
on the final voting ballot. Such 
persons shall be notified at once 
of their nomination, and should 
they decline, then the next lower 
nomination shall be notified and 
placed on the ballot. No person 
shall run for more than one office. 
Nominations to be in the hands of 
the Election Commissioner by Sep- 
tember 10th (not Postmark date). 


Ballot cards will be included with 
September-October issue of ‘’The 
Bandwagon’”’ and returns must be 
in the office of Election Commis- 
sioner not later than Navember 
10th (not Postmark date). 


(c) Winners and losers are to be noti- 
fied of the results at once by mail, 
and the full results printed in 
November-December issue of ‘The 
Bandwagon.” 


Letters of slander or incrimination 
during course of election shal 
be cause for removal from ballot 
for the guilty member or members. 
Statements of fact would be per- 
mitted. 
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SPECIAL SPRING PRICES on CIRCUSIANA for Your Collection 


ROUTE BOOKS 


Buffalo Bill Four 
Europe 1908 
Bob Ht: 


Miller 


Walter 
Ringling 





Ringling 
Ringling 
n 
Ringling-Barnum 
eacn 
Ringling-Barnum 
each 
Rinalina-Barnum, 1|94( 
eacn 
Ringling-Barnum, |)943-1944 
each 
Rinalinag-Barnum 
R-6 1948-49-50-51-52-53 


abe er 
1945-46-¢ 


Cac 


Great loto Show 1905 


CIRCUS BOOKS 


The Big Top (Life of Bradna 
British Circus Life 

R-B 1956 Color Photo Book 

| Fell In Love With The Circu 


CIRCUS PROGRAMS 


Beatty-Hamid-Morton 3 
Beatty, Clyds 1957-58-59 
Al G. Barnes 92/ 
Al G. Barnes 
Al G. Barne 
Al G. Barne 
Barnes-R-B 
Cole-Beatty 
Cole Bri 
Cole Br 1941-42-43 
Cole Br 1945-46-4 
Hagenbeck-Wallace 

ind 33 
Hagenbeck-Wallac: 
Miller 101] Ranch 
Tim McCoy Wild 
Ringling Bros 
Ringaling-Barnum 


1953-59 


Ringling-Barnum 

R-B 1934-35-36-37-38 

R-B) 1939-40-41-42-43-44-45 
R-B, 1946-47-48-49-50-51-52 


“y 


§3-54-55-56-57-58 O00 


Ringling-Barnum, |959 ’ hes 
Robbins Br 1938 2.00 
Sells-Floto, 1913-14 6.50 
Sells-Floto, 1916-17 6.00 


~ 


Sparks, 1930-3] 2.00 


ve a large amount of MIN 
material, programs, herald: 
om 1872 on. Write if inter 


g| | Checks and money order 


CIRCUSIANA MART 


CIRCUS LITHOGRAPHS 


Following are all 2 sheet panels 


14 x 44”. 


Beatty-Wallace 1943 Elephants 
& Clown 
otty W 
trapeze 

lownie, 1936. 2 tigers & title 
ownie 1936 Jack Hoxie 
ownie, 1936. Hanneford 
Family 
ownie Woman & Performing 
Wild Animals 
wnie, 1936. Good Clown 
group 

Downie, 1926. Lady Aerial Act 

Haag Bros., ‘39. INGAGI, chimp 

Haag, ‘39 elephants, horses 
bear 

Haag, ‘39 jungle animal scene 

D wnie 36 Mlle Vaux 
Equestrienns 

Downie Juliet Gaynor standing 

on hors: 

Downie ‘36. Teddy the elephant 

Kelly-Miller ‘46. Evelyna Rossi 

44. Jean Allen & Elephant 
4 | fe Sé Reiffenach 

4|. Mi Lucy 

Hubert Castle 

37. Antalek Troupe, 


Several women on 


Girl in Howdah on bull 
Great Aloys. hanas 
35. Great Walkmirs, perch 
Tom Mix, ‘27. Irma Ward 

Tom Mix, ‘37. Mix on Tony 
Tom Mix, ‘37. Clowns 
Monkeys On 


R is) 


Rice Bro: 3 
pony 

Rice Bros 36. Old time 
wire act 

Rice Bri 36. Old time 
Trapeze act 

Mills Bros., 40 
Clown 

Kay Bros. 1941 Chimp Act 

Rice Bros., ‘35. Elephant & Pony 

Rice Bre S ‘33 Old Fire Clown 
bill 

Wallace Bros 7. Women 
r de scene 

Wallace 27. Lady doing one 
arm planges 

Wallace, ‘37 
Jungle 

Wallace Performing elephants 


Elephant & 


Elephants in 


ind clown 
Wallace, ‘37. Clowns, clowns 
clowns } 


Lithographs ‘2 sheets 21 x 27” 


Beatty-Wallace. Beatty in 


cage ‘43 
Baornes-S-F. In Old Mexice 
Spec, “37 


icceptable. Please add 50¢ to 


1075 W. 5th Ave. 


Barnes, 36. T. Jacobs and 
8 lions 2.00 
Barnes-S-F & John Robinson all 
ne, one sheet, Janet May 
Human fly als has 1938 
R-B date strip 
Barnes-S-F-Robinson 
Sisters 
Barnes, 36. Lion on Elephant 
Barnes-S-F, ‘38. Horse Military 
Drill 
Cole, ‘39. Big Clown hear 
and title 
ole, “41. Roman standing rider 
rhe 40. Ritta Aurelio 
Trumpeter on horse 


Rie¢ ffenach 


le, ‘37 
back 
ole, ‘41. The Nelson Family 
ownie, ‘36. Teddy Hippodrome 
Elephant 
m Mix, ‘36. Mix & Tony, 
heads only 
Robbins Br ‘38. Three 
bbins phot 
s-Sterling 37 
Family 
--B. ‘45. Very nice Seal act 
42. Holidays spec 
44. Pant Paradise spec 
38. Nepal spec 
‘rank Buck 
‘33. Durbar of Delhi spec 
‘41. Mother Goose spec 
‘37. India spec 
Hold Your Horses 


Hodaini 


Marco Polo spec 
150 clowns 
Nice clown head 
Clown, horse. bull 
letterhead 
.-B, ‘43. Felix Adler with 
umbrella 
--B, ‘35. Clown holding tray of 
animals 
B. ‘37. Clowns with circus 
pelled out on their backs 
X-B, ‘35. Girl jumping thru 
hoop on horseback 
.-B, ‘25. Old time dog 
act - good 
-B, “31. Great Chariot race 
bill 
‘45. Monkey Circus 
37 Head: 
B&B 
26. Clown face 
33. Marcellus gold statue 


f Ringlings. 


». “39. Inside bigtop 

Russell Bros. ‘39. Comedy mule 

One sheet lithos, our selection 
each 


We have close to 500 back copies of 
WHITE TOPS - 35¢ each, send your 
want list. Also have some back issue 
of Hobby Bandwagon and Bandwagon, 
as well as a number of Call of the 


Calliopes 


order to cover packing and postage 


COLUMBUS 8, OHIO 





